[Genital herpes--epidemiological and clinical issue still of importance].
Genital herpes (gh) is one of the most frequent sexually transmitted diseases and the most frequent cause of genital ulcer diseases. Its etiological agent is herpes simplex virus type 1 (HSV-1) or 2 (HSV-2). The role of HSV-1 as a cause of gh is increasing, especially among adolescents in developed countries. The principal route of infection with HSV is asymptomatic viral shedding. The infection is life-long, despite treatment. The data on the prevalence and incidence of gh is incomplete, mainly because of insufficient laboratory diagnostics. The most important consequences of gh are: synergy with the infection with human immunodeficiency virus and the risk of fetal and neonatal infection during pregnancy and delivery. The authors present the most relevant and current data on the epidemiological, pathogenetic, clinical, diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of gh.